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CHESAPEAKE CHAMBER MUSIC CELEBRATES
FESTIVAL 30 ~ JUNE 7-21, 2015
Thirty years of the finest chamber music and
jazz, performed by renowned musicians here on Maryland’s idyllic
Eastern Shore, is a cause for great celebration. And celebrate we will!
Chesapeake Chamber Music’s 30th Anniversary showcases two great
festivals that bookend the summer: Chesapeake Chamber Music in
June and Jazz on the Chesapeake on Labor Day weekend.
The Chamber Music Festival has grown from a single concert to two
full weeks of concerts, Artist Showcases, open rehearsals, and, as our
grand finale, the Angels Concert. This dramatic growth has been
made possible through the talent and broad support of our Artistic
Directors, Marcy Rosen and Lawrie Bloom and the performing artists
they invite to the Festival, our generous sponsors, the astute guidance
of the CCM Board of Directors, our founding Executive Director,
Don Buxton, and the many dedicated volunteers who breathe life
into the Festival each year. Their efforts enable us to honor our past
as we look to the future. As always, we showcase both classical and
contemporary chamber music, with innovative
programming in a range of venues that reveal the
delights of the Eastern Shore lifestyle.
Festival Highlights
This year, we will open the Festival with “Celebrate
30” on Friday, June 5th, at the Tidewater Inn in
Easton. Guests will enjoy a spirited, flexible,
cabaret-style evening, with live music, abundant hors
d’oeuvres and spirits, and much more. Watch for
more exciting details in mailings coming soon and
on our website.
The first week of the Festival features Artist
Showcases at the newly renovated Christ Church
in Easton, the Academy Art Museum, and the
exciting new addition of the state-of-the-art
performing space at the Oxford Community
Center. Come enjoy the music in historical Oxford
on the Tred Avon and then join us for an optional
post-performance, prix-fixe dinner presented by chef
Mark Salter, co-owner of the Robert Morris Inn.
by Bernice Michael

Featured concerts in the first week include The Avalon, historic St.
Paul’s Church in Centreville (with a light reception), culminating
in our first concert at the elegant Talbot Country Club, with a full
reception to follow.
In the second week we have an Artist’s Showcase at Trinity Cathedral,
the Academy Art Museum, a concert at the Avalon, all in Easton, and
a concert at the professional theatre at the St. Michaels High School.
Our grand finale will be the Angels Concert on Sunday, June 21st.
Enjoy the performance at one of the Eastern Shore’s finest and earliest
properties. Expanded and refined since the early 18th century, the
spacious main house reveals a unique then-and –now style of life. At
the post-concert reception, catered by Gourmet By The Bay, stroll the
waterfront gardens punctuated by an extensive sculpture collection.
For the complete Festival calendar, watch for our brochures to follow in
February or visit our website at www.ChesapeakeChamberMusic.org.
We look forward to your joining us at the Celebration of Festival 30!

The Festival Committee.
Festival 30 poster created by
Joanne Shipley, graphic designer.

Join us for Chesapeake Chamber Music’s CELEBRATE 30

opening a new Festival season with delicious food, music and a fun-filled evening

FRIDAY, JUNE 5, 2015

THE TIDEWATER INN

For further information check the CCM website at www.ChesapeakeChamberMusic.org.

Celebrating Chesapeake Chamber Music at 30!
by Marcy Rosen In early November, I presented the bulk of our
30th Anniversary Festival programming at an intimate gathering for
our loyal and generous donors. It was a humbling experience listening to Chloe Pitard, former Board President, list the incredible
number of events that are taking place during the 2014-15 CCM
season. It is amazing to think that we started off 30 years ago with
a single concert. How far we have come and how gratified all of
us should be for our growth, sustainability and the artistic standard
that we proudly maintain. The Festival Committee has secured an
exciting array of venues for our 30th Chamber Music Festival and
I am personally grateful to each individual who offers us support
and especially to those who attend our performances.
Every year Lawrie Bloom and I are faced with the daunting
task of coming up with new programs that will please our faithful
listeners and hopefully be creative enough to attract new members to our audience. We are fortunate to hear from many people
at the end of each Festival with remarks like: “This was the best
year ever.” Or, “I don’t know how you’ll ever make programs
that will be better than these!” It is challenging to hear that kind
of praise and have to come up with ideas that will equal or surpass the previous festivals.

30… What were composers writing when they were 30? Well, research brought us a lot surprises. Beethoven wrote his incredible
Septet in E-Flat, Opus 20 when he was 30. Brahms wrote his gorgeous Sonata in e minor, Opus 38 for cello and piano when he was 30.
Mozart wrote his Piano Quartet in E-flat Major, K. 493 when he was
30, and Schubert was writing his monumental Quintet in C Major for
two cellos when he was 30. All of these pieces and many more are
included in the programs this year. Our goal was to include at least
one work on each program written when the composer was 30 years
old. For the most part we succeeded, but I have to admit there are a
few concerts that do not include a work by a 30-year old composer.
However, we are making our own contribution to this genre by commissioning the 30-year old composer Roger Zare to write a piece especially for us. It will be a 15-minute work for piano, oboe, clarinet
and cello to be performed at the second Avalon concert on June 19th.
The performers will be those of us who have been at the Festival for
30 or nearly 30 years! Diane Walsh, Peggy Pearson, Lawrie Bloom
and Marcy Rosen.
I look forward to seeing all of you at our 30th Anniversary concerts.
Each one will be a celebration! Happy Anniversary!

So, we start from scratch each year.
We gather repertoire ideas from many of
our artists and we add to an ongoing list
of works that we hope to perform and
present to you. The 30th year is obviously a special milestone. How do we
integrate this special anniversary into
our programs? The number 30 played
prominently in our brainstorms. Opus

Composer Roger Zare
In honor of the 30th anniversary of the Festival, Marcy Rosen
and Lawrie Bloom have commissioned Roger Zare, 30 years
old, to write a piece for piano, oboe, clarinet and cello that
will be performed at the second
Avalon concert on June 19th.
Roger Zare has been praised for
his “enviable grasp of orchestration” (New York Times) and
for writing music with “formal
clarity and an alluringly mercurial surface.” An award-winning
composer, Roger has written for a
wide variety of ensembles, including solo, chamber, choral and full
orchestra.
Often inspired by science, math-
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ematics, literature, and mythology, his colorful descriptive
and energetic works have been performed on five continents
by such ensembles as the American Composers Orchestra, the
Minnesota Orchestra, the Sarasota Orchestra, the Australianbased Trio Anima Mundi, the Donald Sinta Quartet, and the
New York Youth Symphony. Zare has received the ASCAP
Nissim Prize, three BMI student composer awards, an ASCAP
Morton Gould award, a 2010 Charles Ives Scholarship from
the American Academy of Arts and Letters, and many other
honors. He has been composer in residence at the Salt Bay
Chamber Music Festival, the Chamber Music Festival of Lexington and he currently serves with the SONAR new music
ensemble.
Zare holds a Doctorate of Musical Arts from the University
of Michigan, a Master of Music from the Peabody Conservatory of Music, and a Bachelor of Music from the University of
Southern California.

Chesapeake Chamber Music’s mission is to enrich the musical life of the
Chesapeake region by delighting today’s audiences and developing tomorrow’s.
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We had a wonderful year in 2014—a stellar
Competition, two remarkable festivals with
record attendance and solid overall financial
results. On top of that, YouthReach was
able to expand significantly its First Strings
program in Dorchester County largely
because of a generous grant from the Todd
Foundation.

2015 will be even better! It will be
highlighted by our 30th Chamber Music
Festival. Artistic Directors Lawrie Bloom and
Marcy Rosen have designed a memorable
program and will be bringing back many of
your favorite artists.
This year, our annual Gala will celebrate

Peter

Betty Anderson Donald R. Berlin

in

Residence

Labor Day weekend, of course, will bring
the Monty Alexander Jazz Festival.

Few arts organizations are able to survive
and thrive for 30 years. Without strong
support from our patrons and Board
members and a few generous bequests,
we could not have done so. We plan to
continue presenting great music for many
more years, but we will need your support
to do so. Please keep us in mind.
Michael Bracy, President
of

D irectors

Robert Burger, Vice President

Bill Geoghegan

Artists

the 30th anniversary of Chesapeake Chamber
Music, Inc. It will kick off our festival season
on June 5th, two days before our opening
Chamber Music Festival event.

B oard
Michael Bracy, President

Stumpf,

Marty Sikes, Secretary

Susan Koh Wes Lockfaw

Courtney Kane, Treasurer

Bernice Michael The Reverend Mark Nestlehutt Chloe Pitard

Diane Rohman F. Elizabeth Spurry Carolyn Thornton John Waterston Margaret Welch Kathleen Wise Hanna Woicke
J. Lawrie Bloom, Artistic Director
Marcy Rosen, Artistic Director
Donald C. Buxton, Executive Director
Monty Alexander, Artistic Director of The Monty Alexander Jazz Festival
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Jazz on the Chesapeake Presents
A Valentine’s Day Concert Featuring the Joe Alterman Trio
by Amy Blades Steward Jazz on the Chesapeake
and the Academy Art Museum are collaborating to
present a magical Valentine’s Day concert featuring
Joe Alterman on piano and James Cammack on
bass. The talented jazz vocalist Lena Seikaly will
complete the trio. The concert will be held on
February 14th at 8 p.m. at the Academy Art Museum
in Easton, MD.
Alterman, who is returning to Easton for his
second Valentine’s Day concert, has performed at
venues around the world including the Blue Note
Jazz Club in Milan, the High Museum of Art in
Atlanta, and Preservation Hall in New Orleans.
He has led groups at venues in New York City
including the Blue Note Jazz Club, Dizzy’s Club
Coca-Cola, the Iridium, and Cornelia Street Café,
among others.

Lena Seikaly is one of Washington’s
preeminent jazz singers. Her range and emotion
have been hailed as reminiscent of Sarah
Vaughn, while her scat vocal improvisation
calls up memories of Ella Fitzgerald.

Joe Alterman

James Cammack, an extremely sensitive
player, is an excellent sideman and his solos
demonstrate both his virtuosity and musicality.
Lena Seikaly

According to Todd Barkan, record producer and
concert presenter, “The young Alterman’s heart is
undeniably in the right place, and so is his playing.”

The David Trio 2006 Chamber Music Competition Winners Returns to Easton
by Chloe Pitard Chesapeake Chamber Music began its
biennial Chamber Music Competition in 2004 with the goal
of identifying and promoting rising young chamber music
ensembles. Over the years, the groups who have competed
here have gone on to win other competitions and to perform
at significant venues nationally and internationally.
One of the most successful groups is the 2006 gold
medal winner of our second competition, the David
Trio, from Milan, Italy. Subsequent to winning here
they returned to Europe where they have earned critical
acclaim for their daring yet refined interpretations of
the piano trio’s core repertoire.
Their performances are available on the Stradivarius
label. Several are easily available on YouTube. They
recently performed at the Concertgebouw in Amsterdam,
Netherlands and at Wigmore Hall in London, England.
CCM is very proud of their successes.
The David Trio is returning to the United States for a tour
and will be appearing at the Academy Art Museum in

Housing Needed for Musicians
Mary Riedlin, who arranges housing for the Festival musicians, is in need of accommodations for Festival 30 artists
this June. This is always a rewarding experience for everyone
involved. Mary is looking for a guesthouse, or space within
the home, where the artist can relax and also have the privacy
needed to practice prior to performances. The musicians who
regularly come to the Festival feel welcomed and very much
at home here and often become good friends with their host
family. The musicians usually stay for one week. Week 1 of
this year’s Festival will be Sunday, June 7th through Sunday,
June 14th. Week 2 of the Festival will be Tuesday, June 16th
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Easton on Saturday, February 21 at 8:00 PM. Tickets are
$45 apiece and are available for purchase now on the CCM
website, www.ChesapeakeChamberMusic.org.

through Sunday, June 21st. Please contact the Chesapeake
Chamber Music office at 410-819-0380 if you wish to house
a musician.
It is not too early to think about providing housing for
the 2016 Chesapeake Chamber Music Competition groups.
Elizabeth Koprowski arranges housing for the young musicians participating in the Competition that will be held on
March 26, 2016. Housing will be needed from March 24 to
March 28. The group size ranges from trio to quintet and
some groups need a piano for practice. Elizabeth is always in
search of homes with pianos. Please contact the CCM office
at 410-819-0380 if you can accommodate one of these young
ensembles in your home or guesthouse.

ChesapeakeChamberMusic.org

Dover Symphony Orchestra Honors Don Buxton

This year our founding Executive Director Don Buxton
celebrates his 25 th anniversary as Conductor and
Music Director of the Dover Symphony Orchestra. At
the Fall Classical Concert of the Dover Symphony,
Board President Nancy Pikulik honored Don with a
gift of an engraved baton. The baton was presented
in a case inscribed with the words, “We, the Dover
Symphony Orchestra, present this gift to Maestro
Donald C. Buxton in appreciation of 25 years of
dedicated service 1990-2015.”

pianist with the orchestra, remarked “Don’s dedication to
the orchestra members and his people skills have kept
us maturing as musicians. He creates a chemistry that
encourages us and invigorates our musicality.”

After the concert, Don, the orchestra members, the
Board, and the audience gathered for a dessert reception
in the lobby of the Calvary Assembly of God Church
where the concert was held. Nancy, who is a cellist and

The Dover Symphony Orchestra has been in existence
for over 40 years. Currently the orchestra has more
than 70 volunteer musicians who bring four live
performances a year of classical and orchestral music
to the Delaware area. The
orchestra provides a much
appreciated performance
opportunity for classical
and orchestral musicians
living in Delaware and
neighboring states.
In
addition the orchestra
fosters the interest of local
students in orchestral music.
Players are professional
musicians, music teachers
and dedicated amateur
performers ranging in age
from students to senior
citizens.

“Great concerts and inspired musicality have always
been our goal,” says Don. “Working with these talented
musicians has been a real love-affair and gift for me. I’ve
traveled widely, conducting professional orchestras that
don’t play with the same passion and desire the Dover
Symphony does. It’s been my honor to work with them.”

Ensuring the Music Continues: Gifts that Give Back

What defines your passion for music? Is it a perfectly executed violin sonata
played by an extraordinary string quartet? Is it watching
a jazz trio that takes a classic Dave Brubeck composition
and breaks new ground? Is it listening to the various performances of young artists and then eagerly awaiting the
announcement of which musicians won the gold? Or is it
knowing that elementary school age children in Talbot and
Dorchester counties are being introduced to the beauty
and challenges of the violin and, perhaps, becoming a new
audience for our music? Whatever your passion for music
may be, including Chesapeake Chamber Music in your
estate planning ensures that our music will continue from
this generation to the next.
There are three simple ways that you can support Chesapeake Chamber Music (CCM) for the long term and make
sure that what you love and value about CCM continues
by The Reverend Mark Nestlehutt

for years to come:
You can include Chesapeake Chamber Music in a bequest in your will or trust, which is the easiest and most
straightforward way to make a lasting gift to CCM;
You can make Chesapeake Chamber Music a beneficiary
of your life insurance policy, IRA, 401(k), or other retirement plan; or
You can take advantage of a Charitable Gift Annuity,
through our partnership with the Mid-Shore Community
Foundation, which offers our patrons the opportunity to
arrange a generous gift to CCM while providing yourself a
new income source that you can depend on for the rest of
your life (and save on taxes too).
Are you considering remembering Chesapeake Chamber
Music in your estate plans?
Please call Don Buxton at 410-819-0380 or write don@
chesapeakechambermusic.org.

We would like to keep you informed of the latest events in our growing series
of year round programs. To help us reach you, please sign up on
the website at www.ChesapeakeChamberMusic.org.
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Al Sikes, Chair of the Monty Alexander Jazz Festival, notes that
the 5th Anniversary Celebration of the Monty Alexander Jazz Festival
held on Labor Day weekend 2014 evoked a range of emotions.

Disorientation - surely it hasn’t been that long.
Gratitude - for the leadership by staff and volunteers.
Pleasure - at the terrific memories these images recall.
Surprise - at the program’s rapid growth.
Easton has become a jazz hub in the Mid-Atlantic.
These images also recall Monty Alexander who signed on to end
his summer of European touring with a stop in Easton. And most
vividly, a wide range of artists who never fail to express appreciation
for the hospitality, enthusiasm and a few days in our historic village.

Photo credits: Steve Aprile, Bill Geoghegan, Blake Wise
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J A Z Z on the Chesapeake Fundraiser 2015
by Marty Sikes Jazz in a Hangar? Jazz in a Barn? No, this year we are
featuring Jazz at Knightly!! All things jazz – musically or socially – are
improvisational.

For more information or to purchase tickets, please visit the
CCM website at www.ChesapeakeChamberMusic.org. or
call the CCM office at 410-819-0380.

Alice Ryan has invited us to her historic home, built in 1820, to enjoy jazz,
wine and hors d’oeuvres.
2015 will be a year of firsts. And for the first time we have asked one of
our concert headliners to join us for the benefit. Joe Alterman has played
to sell-outs at our Valentine’s Day concerts and looks forward to sharing an
evening with the most important contributors—those who make Jazz on
the Chesapeake possible with their contributions.
Joe is described by Hot House Jazz as “a pianistic wunderkind whose style
recalls the elegantly swinging trappings of artists like Erroll Garner and
Red Garland eschewing the well-mined vein of hard bop favored amongst
today’s younger players in favor of a more rounded vintage technique.
Alterman brandishes a lyrical pianistic touch and an intuitive sense of swing
that are a uniquely wonderful joy to hear. Alterman’s remarkable gifts are
enough to reassure anyone that the future of jazz is in good hands.”

ChesapeakeChamberMusic.org
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